364                     DIARY AND LETTERS OF          [CHAP. XVI.
Lafayette comes in, and Madame de Montmorin observes that he does not seem very glad to see me. She asks the reason. I tell her that I lately told him some truths which differed so much from the style of flattery he has been accustomed to that he is not well pleased with it. Montmorin observes that Lafayette has not abilities enough to carry through his affairs. He says that within a month past things have appeared to him much worse than they were. He seems apprehensive pf a visit from foreign powers, and that the Comte d'Artois and Prince of Conde may play a deep game. Nous verrons, I go to the play with Madame de Beaumont, and am placed luckily opposite to my fair friend. I know not whether she observes me, but if she does it will be useful."
Just at this time more frequent applications were made to Morris for advice about American lands, but he felt that it would hardly do for him to bear the responsibility of " exciting French citizens to abandon their native country," He was therefore anxious that an office should be opened in Paris where maps could be seen and titles lodged. Writing about this to Robert Morris, he says: 4 Purchasers here are for the most part ignorant of geography. So far from thinking the forests a disadvantage, they are captivated with the idea of having their chateaux surrounded by magnificent trees. They naturally expect superb highways over the pathless desert, and see with the mind's eye numerous barges in every stream. Le Coul-teux was afraid to appear in the sale of your lands lest the fashionable system of the ' lanterne ' should be applied."
"I go to the Palais Royal to-day [November 3oth] to dine with the Duchess, but she dines abroad and I go to the club. The restaurateur is not a good one ; his wine is very bad. Call at Madame de S6gur's. She is in bed. Wishes to know the purport of my conversation with La-ceeded M. la Tour du Pin. He had gained distinction in the American Revolution.he advent of M. Duport du Tertre ex^nemies while they doubted of our conduct. He admitted this. I proceed then a little further, premising that this conversation must be considered as merely from one gen-orps Diplomatique, and, what suits me better, a fi ne turtle.                            |
